
 

 

 

Reading Learning for 6HA 

Friday 10th July 

 

Throwing a Tree by Thomas Hardy 

Listen to Mrs Anderson read the poem here: 

https://youtu.be/3nWe9dsrKfs 

 

L.Q. Can I answer comprehension questions? 

 

1) What does the word ‘stalk’ mean and what does it suggest about the tree 

fellers? (2 marks) 

2) Circle the word that is closest in meaning to ‘doffed’. (1 mark) 

chopped tied removed swing 

3) What evidence is there in the poem that chopping the tree is a difficult 

task? (2 marks) 

4) Order these events from the poem. The first one has been done for you. 

(1 mark) 

An axe is used to chop a broad gash all around the trunk. ___ 

The saw is used along with the rope until the tree comes down. ___ 

The tree is marked in advance ready for cutting.  1  

A rope is hooked upwards. ___ 

5) Write the correct tools to match the descriptions in this table. (1 mark) 

Tool  Description 

  Heavy head shining and wide 

  Long limp two-handled 

6) How long had the tree been growing for? (1 mark) 

7) What are the names given to the tree fellers? (1 mark) 

8) Which of these sentences best summarises the poet’s feelings about the 

tree being chopped down? Tick one. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/3nWe9dsrKfs


 

 

9) Which of these words or phrases are used to describe the tree? Tick 

three.  (1 mark) 

 

10) What is meant by the phrase ‘it shakes all its neighbours’? (1 mark) 

11) How long did the whole process take to chop down the tree? (1 mark) 

   



 

 

   



 

09.07.20 Answers 

 

What happened to the ancient Maya? Pages 38-41 

L.Q. Can I answer comprehension questions? 

 

1) What does the picture on page 38 suggest might have happened to the 

ancient Maya civilisation?  (2 marks) 

They may have starved as the soil became less fertile for growing crops on, 

possibly due to drought (a continuous period of dry weather, when an area gets 

less than its normal amount of rain, over months or even years). 

 

2) Why is it thought unlikely, today, that the Maya were wiped out by a 

natural disaster such as an earthquake or volcanic eruption? P.39 

(2 marks) 

Because the Maya civilisation collapsed over a long period of time (several 

decades) and natural disasters happen over a short space of time. 

 

3) Out of all of the possible reasons given on pages 38 and 39, what do the 

experts today think happened to the Maya civilisation?  (1 mark) 

Suffered from devastating droughts.  

 

4) What two things might have happened in response to failing harvests in 

ancient Maya? P.40 (2 marks) 

● Wars- rulers might try to take fertile land from other city states 

● Rebellion- ordinary people may have turned against the King and nobles, 

who had food while they starved 

 

5) Who might have been to blame for the destruction of Maya civilisation? 

Give two ways they could have done this. P.40-40 (3 marks) 

Spanish invaders 

● Invading and conquering 

● Bringing diseases into the maya civilisation 

 

6) In your opinion, has the Maya civilisation disappeared? P.40 (2 marks) 

The ancient Maya civilisation has now disappeared, however, there are still Maya 

people living in Mexico who live in the same ways as the ancient Maya, following 

the same traditions and religions. 

 

 


