
 

 

 

Reading Learning for 6JG 

Thursday 25th June 

 

We will continue to read the Daily Life in the Maya Civilisation by 

Nick Hunter. 

 

The book has been uploaded onto the website, and the relevant 

pages are included on this document, below. 

 

What were Maya cities like? Pages 10-11 

L.Q. Can I answer comprehension questions? 

 

1) Describe the process farmers completed to prepare the land for farming. 

P.11  (2 marks) 

2) Give two uses of water for Maya cities. P.11 (2 marks) 

3) Explain the two uses of cenotes, using your own words to replace 

ceremonies and sacrifices. P.11 (2 marks) 

4) Do you imagine the farmer’s task of clearing the forests was easy or 

difficult? Explain your answer. P.11 (2 marks) 

What could be used today to make the job even easier? (1 mark) 

5) Choose ten of the most important words used on these pages to 

summarise what it is about. 

Now reduce your list to just five words, which still summarise what the 

page is about.  

Challenge: 

6) Write one question to ask someone else about the information on these 

pages.  

Try to use some of these words: which, who, why, how, should, would, 

could, will, might 

 

READING PLUS 

 

If you have access, log on to Reading Plus 3 times this week, for 30 

minutes. 

https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/login 

 

https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/login


 

 

 



 

 



 

   



 

24.06.20 Answers 

 

What were Maya cities like? Pages 10-11 

L.Q. Can I answer comprehension questions? 

 

1) What made the cities stand out from the surrounding farmland? P.10 

(1 mark) 

They were built on raised ground or ridges. 

 

2) What would happen if there wasn’t enough water to grow crops? P.10 

(1 mark) 

The harvest would fail and this would spell disaster- there wouldn’t be enough 

food to feed the people of the city. 

 

3) Why do you think the amount of farmland increased as the population 

grew? P.11 (1 mark) 

The more people there are, the more food is needed. Therefore more farmland 

is needed to grow more food. 

 

4) Look at the subtitle Precious water. Can you suggest an alternative word 

for precious? P.11 (1 mark) 

Valuable; cherished; dear; loved; prized; treasured. 

 

5) In Tikal, rainwater was collected on paved or plastered surfaces and 

directed through human-made channels and canals into a series of tanks 

and reservoirs. 

Rewrite this sentence, using your own words to demonstrate that you 

understand it. (2 marks) 

In Tikal, rainwater was collected on smooth surfaces (such as paved or 

plastered), and directed through channels and canals built by the people to 

collect into a number of tanks and lakes for storing water.  
 

Challenge: 

6) Maya farming was a benefit to the environment. Do you agree? Give 

reasons for your opinion.  (3 marks) 

A range of answers can be given here. Example points are: 

Agree- 

● New crops were grown 

● The ground became more fertile 

Disagree- 

● They chopped down the rainforest and trees, which are essential for our 

planet to survive. 

● They could have found alternative places to farm, rather than destroying 

rainforests. 

 


