
 

 

Reading Learning for 6JG 

Tuesday 30th June 

 

We will read the Daily Life in the Maya Civilisation by Nick Hunter. 

 

The book has been uploaded onto the website, and the relevant 

pages are included on this document, below. 

 

Who ruled the Maya civilisations? Pages 12-15 

L.Q. Can I answer comprehension questions? 

 

Read the relevant pages and answer these questions: 

1) This class was probably divided between wealthy and poorer farmers... 

Suggest an alternative word for divided. P.14. (1 mark) 

2) Name two things that might result in a person being deemed in a higher 

social class of Maya society. P.14 (2 marks) 

3) Describe three differences between the clothes worn by the king and 

nobles compared to those of the working people in Maya society. P.15 

(2 marks) 

4) How would someone be freed from slavery? P.14 (1 mark) 

5) Were women likely to rule in Maya city-states? Explain your answer. P.13

(2 marks) 

6) In your opinion, were the societies in Maya city-states well organised- 

yes, no or both? Give reasons for your answer. P.12-15 (3 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READING PLUS 

 

If you have access, log on to Reading Plus 3 times this week, for 30 

minutes. 

https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/login 
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29.06.20 Answers 

 

L.Q. Can I answer comprehension questions? 

 

1) What is meant by the term generation? P.12 (1 mark) 

A group of family members all of a similar age. 

 

2) Although city-states each had their own king, what two things did they 

share? P.12 (1 mark) 

Culture and the system of writing. 

 

3) Name two things that a king would take into war with him. P.12  (2 marks) 

His ornate headdress and a spear. 

 

4) Explain how King Pacal of Palenque made his city-state into the most 

powerful state in the region. Make sure you clearly explain the definition 

of any technical vocabulary. P.13 (2 marks) 

He made alliances with other states, which means that he formed partnerships 

with the leaders of the states around him with an agreement to support each 

other. 

 

5) How do we know about rulers such as Tikal and Palenque? P.13 (1 mark) 

Because their reigns were recorded in carvings on stone columns. 

 

6) The Maya had a very strict law code. P.14 

Give one piece of evidence, from the text, to prove this and explain why it 

proves the point above. (3 marks) 

An example answer might be: 

I think the Maya had a strict law code, because if someone lost or damaged 

something belonging to someone else, they had to pay for it. However, if they 

didn’t have the money to pay, they would be made to become a slave. Making 

someone a slave is a very harsh thing to do. 

 

 


