
Home Learning for Year 5 

Friday 3rd July 2020 
 

 

 

5BH Reading learning - Wonder 

 

Finish reading the rest of the book or read it along 

with Mrs. Baker on the following video 
https://youtu.be/uOuHebNLQU4 

You then need to write a book review about it. 

Make sure this is in detail please 

 

Here is a WAGOLL to help you. 

 
Wonder by R.J. Palacio - review 

'this is one of the most profound and beautifully written books I have 

read in a long time' 

 
August Pullman seems like your average 10 year old boy. He likes playing X-Box, 

riding his bike and eating lots and lots of ice cream, except there's something 

different about him. August was born with a facial disfigurement. He knows that 

people are always going to stare and his face, he knows there are going to be double 

takes in the street and he knows that people are going to want to ask questions. But 

the most humbling thing about August is he doesn't let that affect him. After all, isn't 

it good to be different when everybody else is the same? 

August has always felt like a bit of an outsider compared to his peers; he's undergone 

countless operations and has been home-schooled all his life. Needless to say, when 

he and his family make the decision for him to start 5th grade in public school, he 

didn't exactly warm to the idea at first. 

https://youtu.be/uOuHebNLQU4


 

One of the main things I loved about the book was August's attitude towards life: his 

ability to cope, to be genuinely happy and make a comedy out of his situation is 

humbling for anyone to read especially when he is at the tender age of ten. August 

faced many mixed reactions when starting school; there were lots of supportive 

people and an equal number of not so supportive people but he never let that stop 

him. Like anybody, August had good days and not so good days but with the support 

of his loving family August thrived and R.J. Palacio has created a humbling role 

model for adults and children alike. 

I also love how the story was told from different perspectives of the different children 

in August's class; you could see how the other children perceived his disfigurement, 

and some never mentioned the issue and others have burning questions which they 

are not sure how to ask. 

Honestly, this is one of the most profound and beautifully written books I have read 

in a long time; the narrative will make you laugh and cry. A real tear-jerker for me 

was this quote '"I wish every day could be Halloween. We could all wear masks all the 

time. Then we could walk around and get to know each other before we got to see 

what we looked like under the masks." 

Because it's true, the thoughts and ideas in this book challenge your perception of 

today's society. There is so much focus on body-image and peer pressure in the 

media, by reading this you get a chance to take a step back and re-evaluate your own 

worries about body image by listening to someone who deals with the daily stares 

and crude remarks from the public. 

From reading several other reviews of this book, it's extremely clear that everyone 

who read it absolutely loved August's English teacher who said "Be kinder than is 

necessary. Because it's not enough to be kind. One should be kinder than needed." As 

this is the pivotal teaching lesson from this book. Palacio's words will teach you to 

always be kind to everybody you meet, because equality matters. 

This book should be read by all children and adults, and definitely studied in schools. 

There are so many beautiful narratives and teachings points that we can learn from. 

Palacio has written a truly brilliant book I'm sure will stand the test of time and has 

the potential to be adapted into many things. 

 
Answers for yesterday 

Aftermath, Home and Bear  - p 275 - 282 

 

1 Define ‘reimburse’.- repay someone for what they are owed 

 2 What is a ‘thug’? - a violent person, especially a criminal. 

3 Define ‘devouring’- the action of eating something hungrily or quickly. 

4 Why did Dad leave work early? - He just wanted to know that Auggie was alright. 

5 What was inside the cardboard box? - His new puppy 

6 Why did they call the puppy ‘Bear’? - He looks like a bear cub 

7 True or false – August had a day off school because he was ill. False- he wanted 

to play with his new puppy! 



 


