
Year 3 Reading Learning 

            Monday 6th July 2020 

 

 A Very Unusual Winter 
 

 

Children across the country splashed and frolicked in 
the paddling pool, wearing their swimming costumes 
and thick streaks of sun cream. Windows were wide 
open, fans were out of stock in most high street shops 
and the ice cream van hadn’t made so much money in 
ages. It was the hottest day the United Kingdom had 
seen in over thirty years... yet it was the 21st December.  

For as long as anyone could remember, the 21st of 
December had been an icy, cold day. Commuters 
walked to work, wrapped up tightly in thick coats and 
scarves, past chimneys that plumed with thick, white 
smoke as families gathered around the fireplace to keep 
warm... but not this year.  Something very unusual 
seemed to be happening and one man – Simon Thomas 
– thought he knew why… 



Questions 
 

 

Copy and answer these questions into your book: 
 
1. ‘ ...chimneys that plumed with thick, white smoke ’ 
In this sentence, what does ‘plumed’ imply about the 
amount of smoke? 

  
2. What date was the hottest day the UK had seen in 
over thirty years?  

 
3. Why were people shocked about the weather?  

  
4. What do you think that Simon Thomas may do 
next?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Reading answers 03.07.20  
One Tiny Mistake 

 
 

1. Where is the narrator of this story? 
Accept: (trapped) inside a (glass) bottle. 
 

 
2. Did the narrator mean for this to happen? Use 

evidence from the text to support your answer. 
Accept “no” as the answer, provided that 
evidence from the text has been given in 
support, such as: “no because they said it was 
a ‘spell gone wrong’.” 

 
3. What story do you know that has a similar theme’? 

Accept answers which discuss other texts 
which are based on magic, spells gone wrong, 
becoming trapped or no-one knowing where you 
are, e.g. Rapunzel is trapped in a tower, Matilda 
uses her powers to move items.  

 
4. Sum up the story in 20 words or less. 

Accept any reasonable summary of the key 
points of the story in 20 words or less, such as 
“a child does a spell which goes wrong and they 
end up trapped inside a bottle in their 
bedroom.” 
 


