
 

 

Reading Learning for 6JG 

Tuesday 23rd June 

 

We will continue to read the Daily Life in the Maya Civilisation by 

Nick Hunter. 

 

The book has been uploaded onto the website, and the relevant 

pages are included on this document, below. 

 

What were Maya cities like? Pages 8-9 

L.Q. Can I answer comprehension questions? 

 

Read the relevant pages and answer these questions: 

1) Why were ordinary homes built on raised platforms? P.9 (1 mark) 

2) Use the word thatched in your own sentence. P.9  (1 mark) 

Tip: use the glossary to help you to understand the word. 

3) True or false? P.9 (3 marks) 

● The Loma Caldera volcano erupted in the morning. 

● The village of Ceren was buried in volcanic ash. 

● The archaeologists were searching for the village of Ceren when 

they discovered it. 

● They discovered the buried city 1383 years after it was buried. 

4) Each courtyard group may have housed all members of a family. 

What does the word may suggest in this sentence? P.9 (1 mark) 

5) Why do you think that the Maya cities never had walls built around them? 

P.9 (2 marks) 

Challenge: 

6) What were the palaces at greater risk of than ordinary homes? Do you 

think they should have been built in the centre of cities, on lower 

platforms? Explain your answer. (3 marks) 

 

 

READING PLUS 

 

If you have access, log on to Reading Plus 3 times this week, for 30 

minutes. 

https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/login 

 

https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/login


 

 



 

 



 

   



 

22.06.20 Answers 

 

What were Maya cities like? Pages 8-9 

L.Q. Can I answer comprehension questions? 

 

Read the relevant pages and answer these questions: 

1) Name two things the palaces were used for. P.8  (2 marks) 

Any two of: home to the rulers/ governing the city/ celebrations/ feasting/ 

dances 

 

2) What does governing the city mean? P.8 (1 mark) 

To govern, means to run/ lead. Governing the city means to run the city, for 

instance making decisions and laws about the city. 

 

3) Why did the palaces grow over time? P.8 (1 mark) 

Each new ruler added new rooms to the palace. 

 

4) Name one thing you can see in the carving in the picture on page 8. 

(1 mark) 

Lots of answers- it depends on your interpretation. 

 

5) Why was the village of Ceren being covered in ash helpful for the 

archaeologists? P.9 (2 marks) 

When the village was covered in ash, it was kept just as it was, so the 

archaeologists could see what life was like based on how it was left. When the 

ash covered it, it was preserved (maintained in its original state).  

Challenge: 

6) Note two similarities and two differences between the Maya cities, and 

the city of Hull, which you live in today. (4 marks) 

Lots of answers- it depends on your interpretation. 

 


