
 

 

Reading Learning for 6JG 

Wednesday 8th July 

 

We will read the Daily Life in the Maya Civilisation by Nick 

Hunter. 

 

The book has been uploaded onto the website, and the relevant 

pages are included on this document, below. 

 

What was Maya family life like? Pages 26-27 

L.Q. Can I answer comprehension questions? 

 

Read the relevant pages and answer these questions: 

1) What two things did the Maya families usually organise their lives 

around? P.26 (1 mark) 

2) On which part of the tree can cacao beans be found? P.27 (1 mark) 

3) Explain in your own words what tamales are. P.27 (2 marks) 

4) We know that all Mayan people ate maize. What did they sometimes get 

the chance to eat? P.27 (1 mark) 

5) Why do you think the rich people in Maya society would have been more 

likely to eat fish and meat? P. 27 (1 mark) 

6) What did the wealthy sometimes use instead of money? P. 27 (1 mark) 

 

 

READING PLUS 

 

If you have access, log on to Reading Plus 3 times this week, for 30 

minutes. 

https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/login 
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07.07.20 Answers 

 

What jobs did the Maya do? Pages 24-25 

L.Q. Can I answer comprehension questions? 

 

1) What was the job of the Mayan astronomers? P.24 (1 mark) 

To track and chart the movement of Venus and Mars and record the dates of 

solar eclipses. 

 

2) Who received the best jobs in Maya society? P.24 (1 mark) 

Noble families and those closest to the king. 

 

3) Why were scribes seen as having a high status in society? P.25  (1 mark) 

They were the only people who could read and write, so everyone else relied on 

them for reading and writing. 

 

4) What symbols did a scribe wear in their headdress? P.25 (1 mark) 

Pens, paper, brushes 

 

5) In your opinion, what was the most important job in ancient Maya? Pages 

20-25 (3 marks) 

Example answers: 

➔ I believe that the farmers had the most important job. I think this 

because the farmers are the ones who grew the food to feed people. 

Without this food, the Maya population would not have survived. 

➔ I believe that the king and the nobles had the most important job 

because they were the ones in charge and made the important decisions. 

Without these people making the important decisions, the Maya 

civilisation would not have existed and succeeded in surviving. 

6) Which job would you have liked to have if you had lived in the Maya 

civilisation? Explain your answer. Use the information on page 20-25. 

There will be a variety of answers for this question. Please send your answers to 

Mrs Anderson at Chilternyear6@yhclt.net so that I can read them. 
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