
 

 

 

Reading Learning for 6JG 

Wednesday 24th June  

 

We will continue to read the Daily Life in the Maya Civilisation by 

Nick Hunter. 

 

The book has been uploaded onto the website, and the relevant 

pages are included on this document, below. 

 

What were Maya cities like? Pages 10-11 

L.Q. Can I answer comprehension questions? 

 

1) What made the cities stand out from the surrounding farmland? P.10 

(1 mark) 

2) What would happen if there wasn’t enough water to grow crops? P.10 

(1 mark) 

3) Why do you think the amount of farmland increased as the population 

grew? P.11 (1 mark) 

4) Look at the subtitle Precious water. Can you suggest an alternative word 

for precious? P.11 (1 mark) 

5) In Tikal, rainwater was collected on paved or plastered surfaces and 

directed through human-made channels and canals into a series of tanks 

and reservoirs. 

Rewrite this sentence, using your own words to demonstrate that you 

understand it. (2 marks) 

Challenge: 

6) Maya farming was a benefit to the environment. Do you agree? Give 

reasons for your opinion.  (3 marks) 

 

 

 

READING PLUS 

 

If you have access, log on to Reading Plus 3 times this week, for 30 

minutes. 

https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/login   

 

https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/login


 

 



 

 



 

   



 

23.06.20 Answers 

 

What were Maya cities like? Pages 8-9 

L.Q. Can I answer comprehension questions? 

 

1) Why were ordinary homes built on raised platforms? P.9 (1 mark) 

To avoid flooding. 

 

2) Use the word thatched in your own sentence. P.9  (1 mark) 

Thatched means: a roof on a building made of layers of dry vegetation such as 

straw or reeds. 

My example sentence: I wonder if that thatched roof is waterproof? 

 

3) True or false? P.9 (3 marks) 

● The Loma Caldera volcano erupted in the morning. False- it erupted 

in the evening 

● The village of Ceren was buried in volcanic ash. True 

● The archaeologists were searching for the village of Ceren when 

they discovered it. False- it says they found it by accident. 
● They discovered the buried city 1383 years after it was buried. 

True. It was buried in 595 and discovered in 1978, the difference 

in 1383 years. 

 

4) Each courtyard group may have housed all members of a family. 

What does the word may suggest in this sentence? P.9 (1 mark) 

The archaeologists do not know for certain that this was the case.  

 

5) Why do you think that the Maya cities never had walls built around them? 

P.9 (2 marks) 

Walls were used for defence, so I can assume that if the Maya cities never 

built walls, they were never attacked and never needed to defend themselves. 

 

Challenge: 

6) What were the palaces at greater risk of than ordinary homes? Do you 

think they should have been built in the centre of cities, on lower 

platforms? Explain your answer. (3 marks) 

The palaces were at much greater risk of flooding because they were built in 

the lower platforms. Ordinary homes were built on raised platforms to protect 

them from flooding.  

E.G.: I do not think that it was a good idea to build the palaces on the lower 

ground where they might be flooded. This is because these were the places the 

city was run from, and if it got destroyed might affect the running of the city. 

 


