
 

 

 

Reading Learning for 6JG 

Friday 10th July 

 

Throwing a Tree by Thomas Hardy 

Listen to Mrs Anderson read the poem here: 

https://youtu.be/3nWe9dsrKfs 

 

L.Q. Can I answer comprehension questions? 

 

1) What does the word ‘stalk’ mean and what does it suggest about the tree 

fellers? (2 marks) 

2) Circle the word that is closest in meaning to ‘doffed’. (1 mark) 

chopped tied removed swing 

3) What evidence is there in the poem that chopping the tree is a difficult 

task? (2 marks) 

4) Order these events from the poem. The first one has been done for you. 

(1 mark) 

An axe is used to chop a broad gash all around the trunk. ___ 

The saw is used along with the rope until the tree comes down. ___ 

The tree is marked in advance ready for cutting.  1  

A rope is hooked upwards. ___ 

5) Write the correct tools to match the descriptions in this table. (1 mark) 

Tool  Description 

  Heavy head shining and wide 

  Long limp two-handled 

6) How long had the tree been growing for? (1 mark) 

7) What are the names given to the tree fellers? (1 mark) 

8) Which of these sentences best summarises the poet’s feelings about the 

tree being chopped down? Tick one. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/3nWe9dsrKfs


 

 

9) Which of these words or phrases are used to describe the tree? Tick 

three.  (1 mark) 

 

10) What is meant by the phrase ‘it shakes all its neighbours’? (1 mark) 

11) How long did the whole process take to chop down the tree? (1 mark) 

   



 

 

   



 

09.07.20 Answers 

 

What was Maya family life like? Pages 26-29 

L.Q. Can I answer comprehension questions? 

 

1) Maya marriages were based on love. True or false. Explain your answer. 

P.28 (1 mark) 

False- they were arranged to strengthen family friendships and alliances. 

 

2) Marriage created alliances between families, and these alliances meant a 

lot as families were expected to support each other in times of need. 

What is meant by alliances? P.28 (1 mark) 

A partnership between two families. 

 

3) What might be considered strange in the way Maya brought up their 

children? P.28 (1 mark) 

The Maya trained their children’s eyes to be cross eyed and used boards to 

make parts of their heads flat. 

 

4) How might growing up as a Mayan child be different from growing up in 

today’s society? P.29 (1 mark) 

Children were expected to help out with the family’s work and only the children 

of the wealthy received an education. 

 

5) Explain how life was different growing up as a girl in the Maya society, 

compared to a boy. P.29 (2 marks) 

Girls were often married earlier than boys./ Girls were raised to learn how to 

run a house and complete craft tasks, such as sewing and the boys lived apart to 

be trained for war. 

(For 2 marks, you must mention both boys and girls in your answer). 

 

6) What is the statue on page 29 depicting?  (1 mark) 

A specialist craftsperson making clothes. 

 


