
Year 3 Reading Learning 

            Thursday 2nd July 2020 

 

 The Salem Witch Trials 
 

 
 
The Salem witch trials were arrests made in the town of Salem, USA, 
between February 1692 and May 1693. 
 
They began when two little girls, Betty Parris (aged 9) and Abigail 
Williams (aged 11), began to have seizures, which would make them 
twitch and scream – moving their bodies in an unusual way and making 
strange noises. The village doctor, William Griggs, said that they were 
‘bewitched’ and people began to hunt for the ‘witch’ that had cursed the 
girls. 
 
Three women were accused: Sarah Good, a local homeless person; 
Sarah Osborne, an old lady who did not attend church; and Tituba, a 
servant. Over the course of the trials, over 150 innocent people were put 
into prison after being accused of witchcraft. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Questions 
 
 

Copy and answer these questions into your book: 
 
1. In which country did the Salem witch trials occur? 

 
 
2. Find two words which the author uses to show that the girls’ 

movements and noises were not normal. 
 
 
3. Why might the village doctor have said that the girls had been 

‘bewitched’? 
 
 
4. How does William Griggs’ diagnosis compare to what a doctor 

might say today? 
 
 

Reading answers 1.7.20  

Ozma and the Little Wizard 
 
 

1. What did the Wizard of Oz want to take on the journey with him? 
(his) bag of magic tools 

 
2. Find and copy three adjectives the author uses to describe the Wizard of Oz? 

‘Little’, ‘Withered’ and ‘Kind’ 
 

3. Why might Ozma and the Wizard need to use magic before they return? 
Answers which discuss that they do not know what they will discover or 
encounter on their journey / they may need to make people happy. 

 
4. Write one way that Ozma and the Wizard are similar and one way that they 

are different. 
Any reasonable similarities or differences based on the text, such as: 
Similar: They are both loved by the people of Oz. 
Different: Ozma is young and the Wizard is old. 


