
 

 

 

Reading Learning for 6HA 

Thursday 9th July 

 

We will read the Daily Life in the Maya Civilisation by Nick 

Hunter. 

 

The book has been uploaded onto the website, and the relevant 

pages are included on this document, below. 

 

What happened to the ancient Maya? Pages 38-41 

L.Q. Can I answer comprehension questions? 

 

Read the relevant pages and answer these questions: 

1) What does the picture on page 38 suggest might have happened to the 

ancient Maya civilisation?  (2 marks) 

2) Why is it thought unlikely, today, that the Maya were wiped out by a 

natural disaster such as an earthquake or volcanic eruption? P.39 

(2 marks) 

3) Out of all of the possible reasons given on pages 38 and 39, what do the 

experts today think happened to the Maya civilisation?  (1 mark) 

4) What two things might have happened in response to failing harvests in 

ancient Maya? P.40 (2 marks) 

5) Who might have been to blame for the destruction of Maya civilisation? 

Give two ways they could have done this. P.40-40 (3 marks) 

6) In your opinion, has the Maya civilisation disappeared? P.40 (2 marks) 

 

 

 

 

READING PLUS 

 

If you have access, log on to Reading Plus 3 times this week, for 30 

minutes. 

https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/login 
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08.07.20 Answers 

 

What did the Maya do for fun? Pages 36-37 

L.Q. Can I answer comprehension questions? 

 

1) What surprising thing was an influence on Maya Games? P.36 (1 mark) 

Religion (it is surprising because religion plays very little influence in today’s 

games) 

2) What could be the extreme consequence of losing a game of pok-a-tok? 

P.36 (1 mark) 

Death 

 

3) What can you tell about what the players wore while playing pok-a-tok 

from the image on page 36? What does this suggest about who played it?

(2 marks) 

The players wore elaborate, decorative clothing such as headdressed. This 

suggests that the players were from the noble families. 

 

4) What was sometimes an inspiration for dance moves? P.37 (1 mark) 

Movement of animals 

 

5) Why can archaeologists never be really sure that they have truly 

captured the music and movement of the May? P.37 (2 marks) 

They only have still images and representations to use, and they were not there 

at the time. They can never experience the music and movements for 

themselves.  

 

6) Why do you think that ordinary people did not get the opportunity to 

relax as the noble families did? P. 37 (2 marks) 

Their jobs, such as farming, were too demanding to allow for time off. 

 


