
 

 

Reading Learning for 6HA 

Thursday 25th June 

 

We will read the Daily Life in the Maya Civilisation by Nick Hunter. 

 

The book has been uploaded onto the website, and the relevant 

pages are included on this document, below. 

 

What did the Maya believe? Pages 16-19 

L.Q. Can I answer comprehension questions? 

 

Read the relevant pages and answer these questions: 

1) Give one bit of information about each of these gods and goddesses: P.17 

● Itzamna- 

● K’inich Ajaw- 

● Chahk- (2 marks) 

2) Name two things a person could be buried with. P.19 (1 mark) 

3) What does the word remarkable tell us about the feature of 

self-sacrifice in the Maya religion? P.19 (2 marks) 

4) What, about The Temple of the Inscriptions of Palenque, shows its 

importance in the Maya society? P.16 (1 mark) 

5) Why is our knowledge of the Maya limited? P.19 (2 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READING PLUS 

 

If you have access, log on to Reading Plus 3 times this week, for 30 

minutes. 

https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/login 
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24.06.20 Answers 

 

L.Q. Can I answer comprehension questions? 

 

1) Give two roles of the Maya priests. P.16 (2 marks) 

To mark time using the Maya calendar and to perform the religious rituals. 

 

2) What did the Maya believe happened to a person’s spirit after death? 

P.19  (1 mark) 

A person’s spirit would descend (go down) into the nine layers of the underworld 

(a palace where the Maya believed the spirits of dead people went). 

 

3) It has been claimed that the Maya expected the world to end and be 

reborn at the end of his Long Count, but we can’t be sure about this. 

Which word is not a synonym of claimed? P.16 

❏ Declared 

❏ Argued 

❏ Professed 

❏ Denied (1 mark) 

4) Why were the Maya stories about how the world had been created 

considered to be myths? P.16 Tip: use what you know about what a myth 

is.  (2 marks) 

Because the truth behind them is unknown, and they included supernatural 

elements, which couldn’t be true. 

 

5) Look at the image on page 18 along with its caption.   

What do you think was the queen’s motivation for her sacrifice to the 

gods? What do you think she was hoping for?  (1 mark) 

Possible answer: 

Some good fortune for the city-state she was queen of. For example, she could 

have hoped for a successful harvest, or the cure of an illness or for a victory in 

battle. 

 


