
Year 3 Reading Learning 

           Tuesday 30th June 2020 

 

The Cat in the Witch’s Woods 
 

 
Once upon a time, there was a girl and her wicked stepmother. The 
stepmother dreamt of nothing but how she could get rid of her 
stepdaughter. One day, an evil idea came into her head and she sent 
the girl out into the great, gloomy wood where a wicked witch lived. 
 
After months of misery, the girl stumbled across a grey cat in the bleak 
woods. “How can I escape the witch?” she asked the cat. He gave her 
two items. 
 
“Throw this handkerchief on the ground and run as fast as you can,” he 
said. “Wherever it touches the ground, a deep, broad river will appear. If 
the witch manages to get across it, throw this comb behind you and run 
for your life. Wherever the comb falls, a dense forest will grow and trap 
the witch forever.” 
 



Questions 
 
Copy and answer these questions into your book: 
 
1. Which two objects did the cat give to the girl? 

 

 

2. Find and copy two adjectives which describe the Witch’s 

woods? 

 

 

3. Why do you think that the girl experienced ‘months of 

misery’? 

 

 

4. What do you think the girl did next? 
 
 

Reading answers 29.6.20 
Magic Potion 

 
1. Which ingredient must be added to the potion first? 

Vinegar 
 
2. Why are food colouring and glitter ‘optional’? 

An explanation that the glitter and colouring are not needed 
for the reaction to occur (as explained in ‘The Science’ 
section, so it is your choice whether you use them to enhance 
the look of the ‘potion’. 

 
3. How does the layout help the reader? 

Any explanation that this is an experiment so the instructions 
make it clear to the reader what is needed first, followed by 
the numbered steps to complete it. 

 
4. In the final step, why does the author use inverted commas around 

the word ‘magic’? 
Any answer that refers to the use of sarcasm or the fact that 
the author is showing that the potion is not really magic. 


