
 

 

Reading Learning for 6HA 

Wednesday 24th June 

 

We will read the Daily Life in the Maya Civilisation by Nick Hunter. 

 

The book has been uploaded onto the website, and the relevant 

pages are included on this document, below. 

 

What did the Maya believe? Pages 16-19 

L.Q. Can I answer comprehension questions? 

 

Read the relevant pages and answer these questions: 

1) Give two roles of the Maya priests. P.16 (2 marks) 

2) What did the Maya believe happened to a person’s spirit after death? 

P.19  (1 mark) 

3) It has been claimed that the Maya expected the world to end and be 

reborn at the end of his Long Count, but we can’t be sure about this. 

Which word is not a synonym of claimed? P.16 

❏ Declared 

❏ Argued 

❏ Professed 

❏ Denied (1 mark) 

4) Why were the Maya stories about how the world had been created 

considered to be myths? P.16 Tip: use what you know about what a myth 

is.  (2 marks) 

5) Look at the image on page 18 along with its caption.   

What do you think was the queen’s motivation for her sacrifice to the 

gods? What do you think she was hoping for?  (1 mark) 

 

 

READING PLUS 

 

If you have access, log on to Reading Plus 3 times this week, for 30 

minutes. 

https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/login 

 

https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/login


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

   



 

23.06.20 Answers 

 

L.Q. Can I answer comprehension questions? 

 

1) This class was probably divided between wealthy and poorer farmers... 

Suggest an alternative word for divided. P.14. (1 mark) 

Split, shared, dissected, separated, organised, arranged, partitioned 

2) Name two things that might result in a person being deemed in a higher 

social class of Maya society. P.14 (2 marks) 

Being the king/ being able to trace family members back over many generations/ 

being a scribe. 

3) Describe three differences between the clothes worn by the king and 

nobles compared to those of the working people in Maya society. P.15 

(2 marks) 

For example: they wore decorative and elaborate headdressed, the working 

people did not/ they usually wore some kind of decoration around the neck/ they 

carried something important in their hand/ their clothes covered more of their 

bodies/ they had weapons. 

 

4) How would someone be freed from slavery? P.14 (1 mark) 

They had to be bought out of slavery by a wealthy or rich family member. 

 

5) Were women likely to rule in Maya city-states? Explain your answer. P.13

(2 marks) 

No. Although power could be passed from a father to his daughter, it would 

have been her husband who ruled as king, with the woman by his side as queen.  

 

6) In your opinion, were the societies in Maya city-states well organised- 

yes, no or both? Give reasons for your answer. P.12-15 (3 marks) 

Possible answers: 

● Yes 

○ Societies need people in charge, like the king and the nobles 

○ Societies need people to do different jobs within them 

● No 

○ There were a few people who had all the wealth and power, which is 

not fair 

○ Some people lived in poverty or slavery, while others were wealthy 

 

 


