
Year 3 Reading Learning 

           Tuesday 7th July 2020 

 

Spotting a Tsunami 
 

 
Before a tsunami strikes, eagle-eyed scientists can spot a few warning 
signs which may help to save lives. An earthquake can be a warning of a 
tsunami; tsunamis can cause the ground near the coast to shake for 
more than twenty seconds at a time and may cause the ocean to pull 
backwards, leaving bare sand where the sea used to be. There may also 
be loud, booming noises with no apparent cause. However, it is not just 
humans who can take notice of these warning signs. Around the time 
that a tsunami is about to strike, animals can be seen behaving strangely 
or beginning to leave the area. 
 
If any of these signs are spotted, you must immediately move away from 
coastal areas. Make your way to higher ground as quickly as you can – 
do not stop. 
 

 

 



Questions 
 
 
Copy and answer these questions into your book: 
 
1. Find and copy two ways that the author tells 

the reader to act quickly if they spot a 

tsunami.   

 

2. What are two warning signs that a tsunami 

could be about to strike?   

 

3. Why might someone be tempted to stop on 

their way to higher ground? 

 

4.  Who do you think that this information is for? 

Explain your answer.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Reading answers 06.07.20 
A Very Unusual Winter 

 
 
1. ‘ ...chimneys that plumed with thick, white smoke ’ In this sentence, 
what does ‘plumed’ imply about the amount of smoke?  
Accept answers which discuss that there was a lot of smoke. 
 
2. What date was the hottest day the UK had seen in over thirty years? 
Accept: ‘21st December’. 
  
3. Why were people shocked about the weather? 
Accept any reasonable explanation regarding the fact that glorious 
sunshine in December is unheard of, people normally get wrapped 
up warm, etc.  
 
4. What do you think that Simon Thomas may do next? 
Accept any reasonable prediction which would fit with the story, 
such as ‘Simon Thomas approached scientists to see if he could fix 
the change in weather’, ‘Simon began to research what he could do 
to put it right’ etc.  

 


