
 

 

 

Reading Learning for 6HA 

Wednesday 8th July  

 

We will read the Daily Life in the Maya Civilisation by Nick 

Hunter. 

 

The book has been uploaded onto the website, and the relevant 

pages are included on this document, below. 

 

What did the Maya do for fun? Pages 36-37 

L.Q. Can I answer comprehension questions? 

 

Read the relevant pages and answer these questions: 

1) What surprising thing was an influence on Maya Games? P.36 (1 mark) 

2) What could be the extreme consequence of losing a game of pok-a-tok? 

P.36 (1 mark) 

3) What can you tell about what the players wore while playing pok-a-tok 

from the image on page 36? What does this suggest about who played it?

(2 marks) 

4) What was sometimes an inspiration for dance moves? P.37 (1 mark) 

5) Why can archaeologists never be really sure that they have truly 

captured the music and movement of the May? P.37 (2 marks) 

6) Why do you think that ordinary people did not get the opportunity to 

relax as the noble families did? P. 37 (2 marks) 

 

READING PLUS 

 

If you have access, log on to Reading Plus 3 times this week, for 30 

minutes. 

https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/login 
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07.07.20 Answers 

 

Did the Maya fight wars? Pages 32-25 

L.Q. Can I answer comprehension questions? 

 

1) How were archaeologists mistaken to begin with? P. 32 (1 mark) 

They thought that the Maya were a peaceful people, who did not fight in wars. 

 

2) Why do you think Fire is Born’s actions caused a warlike period? P.33 

(2 marks) 

Because he not only waged war and took over rival city-states, but he also 

installed an outsider as a king. 

 

3) The states of Tikal and Calakmul were bitter rivals during the classic 

period.  

Choose the word closest in meaning to rivals. P.33 

◾Competitors ◾allies ◾match ◾equals (1 mark) 

 

4) What was worse than death for a king in battle? P.33 (1 mark) 

Capture- torture and sacrifice 

 

5) Why would waging a war at planting or harvest time result in starvation 

for the city state? P.34 (2 marks) 

Because the men would have been soldiers in the war, therefore not at home 

working on planting and harvesting. So no food would have been farmed.  

 

6) Summarise the relationship between Mayapan and Chichén Itzá. P.35 

(2 marks) 

● 1200s- Chichén Itzá founded Mayapan 

● 1238- Mayapan captured Chichén Itzá using mercenaries 

● More than 150 years later- Chichén Itzá encouraged the nobles to revolt 

in Mayapan and overthrow the rulers, and destroy the city. 

 


